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Read All About It!

Do you remember the Squirrel Hill News newspapers? 
They were published from 1935 to 1970. Now they can 
be viewed online at the Squirrel Hill Historical Society 
website, squirrelhillhistory.org. You can browse to your 
heart’s content or search for a particular topic, address 
or business. 
This display has samples of what you can find in the 
newspapers. Enjoy the journey into Squirrel Hill’s past!

Squirrel Hill Historical Society
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The Squirrel Hill News
The SHHS had a set of bound volumes of the Squirrel Hill News 
newspapers in its archives, dating from 1935 to 1970. Under the 
leadership of SHHS board member Ralph Lund, in 2017 the SHHS 
gave the volumes to the Pennsylvania Department at the Carnegie 
Library in Oakland to be digitized and put on microfiche and DVDs. 
   The microfiched newspapers can be viewed at the Pennsylvania 
Department, but since microfiche isn’t searchable, the next step 
was to have the newspapers put online by the staff of the University 
of Pittsburgh’s Historic Pittsburgh website, historicpittsburgh.org.  
The original newspapers are now in storage at the Heinz History 
Center, where they can be accessed on request.

The final step was to put a link to the newspapers on the SHHS 
website, squirrelhillhistory.org, so they can be accessed directly 
from that website. Now, when you click on SQUIRREL HILL NEWS 
NEWSPAPERS on the opening screen of the SHHS website, a page 
opens that has a link to the newspapers, along with directions on 
how to search them. 

This display will give you a sampling of what you can find in the 
Squirrel Hill News newspapers. Enjoy the trip down memory lane!
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What was important to the residents of Squirrel Hill at any given 
time? A glance at the headlines makes you want to find out more.

Front Page News 
Click here to return to SHHS Museum Board Exhibits

https://squirrelhillhistory.org/shhs-museum-board-exhibits/


Research Questions
Searching the Squirrel Hill News newspapers can provide answers 
to questions that have puzzled researchers. Here is one example 
that shows how the newspapers solved a double mystery about 
what preceded Maxon Towers, 6315 Forbes Avenue, before the 
building opened around 1965. 

   A 1939 plat map shows 
an Esso gas station on 
the corner where the 
Forbes Medical Building 
is now and three small 
brick apartment build-
ings (pink) and two large 
stone buildings (yellow 

and brown) on the site of Maxon Towers. What were those stone 
buildings? An article in the Squirrel Hill News from 1944 says the 
stone buildings were two mansions that served as the first home of 
the Hebrew Institute in Squirrel Hill before it moved across Den-
niston Street. 
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What’s Playing?
The Squirrel Hill News had ads for neighborhood theaters. 

April 15, 1965

April 27, 1949

April 15, 1965

March 11, 1954

September 5, 1940February 22, 1962

February 
22, 1962
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Crime Reports
The “Good Old Days” weren’t necessarily so.
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Blasts from the Past

June 2, 1955

March 3, 1945

What did Squirrel Hillers do for fun in the old days?
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Nameplates
A nameplate is the information at the top of the front cover of a 
newspaper, usually consisting of the name, location, volume, issue 
and possible a teaser tagline and/or image. The nameplate of the 
Squirrel Hill News changed through time, along with the cost of 
the paper. 

1936

1940

1945

1954

1969
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Comics
A comics page was introduced in 
March 1938 with the full-page ad 
to the right, but the comics section 
lasted only a few months. 

Editorial 
cartoons 
occasionally 
appeared 
in the 
newspapers.
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Neighborhood News
The Squirrel Hill News reported on a variety of breaking news 
stories that affected the neighborhood.
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