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2025 is the 25th 
Anniversary of 

the Squirrel Hill 
Historical Society!

The Squirrel Hill Historical Society (SHHS) 
was founded in 2000. Since then, we’ve 

accomplished a lot!

squirrelhillhistory.org



The Squirrel Hill Historical Society (SHHS) was founded in 
2000 by architect  Terry Necciai and his wife Sharyn, who was 
pursuing a master’s degree in landscape studies. They were 
preservation activists, but in founding the society, they stated 
that “the group has no agenda beyond encouraging awareness 
of the neighborhood’s history and perhaps starting an oral history 
project and a photograph and document archive.” 

When  Terry left in 2002, Michael Ehrmann became president. 
He gathered a group of dedicated friends and neighbors to 
run the SHHS, including Ralph Lund, 
Patricia Hughes, 
Patty Gillespie, Betty 
Connelly, Esther 
Tucker, Anita Newell, 
Eveline Young, and 
Audrey Glickman. 

In the Beginning



The founders composed a mission statement that is still the 
SHHS’s guiding principle:

“We are committed to gathering, preserving and celebrating 
the historical memories of our vibrant neighborhood.”

The mission statement appears in the original membership flyer 
(left below). The other flyer describes the history of Squirrel Hill. 
Both were designed by Patricia Hughes. The SHHS still uses 
updated versions of the flyers.

SHHS’s Mission

Squirrel Hill 
Historical 

Society 
 

The Squirrel Hill Historical Society 
(SHHS) is a membership organization 
established in 2000.  
 
We are committed to gathering, 
preserving, and celebrating the history 
and memories of our neighborhood. 

 
The SHHS sponsors monthly history 
programs about Squirrel Hill, nearby 
neighborhoods, the City of Pittsburgh, 
and the local region.  

 
SHHS Programs 

 

• Are held on the SECOND 
TUESDAY OF EACH 
MONTH (except August) 

 

• Begin at 7:30 p.m. 
 

• Are held at the CHURCH 
OF THE REDEEMBER, 
5700 Forbes Avenue, 
Squirrel Hill 

 

• Are FREE and OPEN TO 
THE PUBLIC 

HIGHLIGHTS OF PAST SHHS 
PROGRAMS 

 
• “Auto Dealerships and Service 

Stations in Squirrel Hill over the 
Years” by Morry Sabel, member of 
the family that owned Sable Motors 
and Sabel Chevrolet in Squirrel Hill 
 

• “Jewish Pittsburgh” by Dr. Barbara 
Burstin, SHHS member and faculty 
member of both Pitt and CMU 

 
• “The History of Squirrel Hill’s 

Public Elementary Schools” by 
Helen Wilson, SHHS Co-Vice 
President. 

 
• “The New Pittsburgh Archives: 

Highlights of the Collection” by Nick 
Hartley, Pittsburgh City Archivist 

• “Congregation Beth Shalom, 
Celebrating 100 Years” by Honey 
Forman, Centennial Coordinator, 
Beth Shalom 

• “Pittsburgh Holocaust Center” by 
Lauren Bairnsfather, PhD., Director 
of the Holocaust Center 

• “History of Giant Eagle” by Josh 
Shapira, member of one of Giant 
Eagle’s founding families and manager 
of the City of Pittsburgh Giant Eagle 
stores 

 
These and other past SHHS programs can be 
viewed on our website, squirrelhillhistory.org. 

Squirrel Hill Historical Society 
BOOKS 

 

Squirrel Hill: A Neighborhood History 
(2017) is a new book by 
SHHS members Helen 
Wilson, Michael Ehrmann, 
Wayne Bossinger, Betty 
Connelly, and Dr. Barbara 
Burstin, published by The 
History Press. 
 
About the book: 
Pittsburgh’s Squirrel Hill 
neighborhood began on 

the frontier of western Pennsylvania 250 years 
ago and developed into a vibrant urban 
community. The Squirrel Hill Historical 
Society and editor Helen Wilson explore the 
fascinating history of one of Pittsburgh’s 
historic neighborhoods. 
 

Squirrel Hill 
The SHHS’s first book, 
Images of America, 
Squirrel Hill, published 
in 2005 by Arcadia 
Publishing, is full of 
neighborhood photos, 
accompanied by a 
historical text researched 
and wrtten by SHHS members.  
The book primarily covers the development of 
Squirrel Hill from the mid-nineteenth century 
through the 1930s.  
 
Both books are available at SHHS programs 

and on the SHHS website, 
squirrelhillhistory.org 

  



“The Squirrel Hill Historical Society, Inc. has been determined 
to be exempt from federal income tax under Internal Revenue 
Code Section 501(c)(3). All contributions to the SHHS, 
including dues, are deductible from federal taxes under 
Section 170 of the IRS Code.”

SHHS’s Nonprofit Status
In 2015, the Squirrel Hill Historical Society applied for nonprofit 
status so that members’ contributions would be tax-deductible.

The SHHS Logo
The SHHS logo was designed by Helen Wilson in 2023. But 
we’d like to add some colors to it, like other organizations do. 
Let us know what symbolic color scheme you’d like to be used 
in the logo.

Ideas: GRAY for the gray squirrels around here, BLUE for Jewish 
Squirrel Hill, GREEN for all the trees Squirrel Hill has; BROWN 
for our wildlife; the choices are endless. What are your ideas?



From the start, the main focus of the SHHS has been monthly 
programs in which speakers present talks about local history. 
Programs are free and open to the public. They are held on the 
second Tuesday of each month at 7:30 p.m. at Church of the 
Redeemer, 5700 Forbes Avenue. They are listed on the SHHS 
website. Since 2002, almost all of the programs—over 200 so 
far—have been recorded and uploaded to the SHHS website, 
first by Ralph Lund and then by Audrey Glickman. 

SHHS Monthly Programs

Tuesday, September 9: “Red-lining in Pittsburgh”
Randy Weinberg, Professor of Information Systems at CMU, will discuss the origins 
and substance of racial covenants and other discriminatory housing practices in the City 
of Pittsburgh throughout much of the previous century.
Tuesday, October 14: “Tales from the Graves of Smithfield Cemetery”
In keeping with the spirit of Halloween, Jan Kurth, editor of Print, Pittsburgh’s East 
End Newspaper, will share captivating stories about some of the people buried in Smith-
field Cemetery.
November 11: “Pittsburgh’s Historic Stadiums and Arenas”  
Mark Fatla, author of the book, Pittsburgh’s Historic Stadiums and Arenas, will present 
information about many of the city’s iconic sports venues, including Forbes Field, one of 
the first “modern” concrete and steel ballparks; PNC Park, the best of the new millennium’s 
retro design movement; Schenley Casino and Duquesne Garden, the first artificial indoor 
ice rinks; and the engineering marvel of the Civic Arena’s movable dome. 
Tuesday, December 9: “The ABCs of Pittsburgh Aviation”
Western Pennsylvania History magazine editor Brian Butko and public historian Sue 
Morris will discuss the thrilling early days of flying in their new book, Bettis: Where 
Pittsburgh Aviation Took Off. Beginning in the 1920s, the daredevil women and men of 
West Mifflin’s Bettis Field helped shape the industry from barnstorming to passenger ser-
vice in less than a decade. A book sale and signing will follow.



SHHS Website
squirrelhillhistory.org

The SHHS’s website, squirrelhillhistory.org, was created by 
webmaster Patti Hughes in 2002. The website was redesigned 
in 2018 by Janine Michael, who is now webmaster. 
The website is the place to go to find information about the 
SHHS and Squirrel Hill history, announcements of upcoming 
speakers and programs, ways to join the SHHS, how to contact 
the SHHS, and much more. 
Below is a screenshot of our opening page.



SHHS Volunteer Opportunities
We need volunteers to help out in various ways. Talk to us at our 
Tuesday evening programs or contact us through our website, 
squirrelhillhistory.org. 

The SHHS has plenty of volunteering opportunities to offer!

•	Come to programs early to help set up.

•	Volunteer at the Neill Log House as a substitute docents when 
the park ranger can’t be present during the times the house 
is open, take care of the garden after it is planted, weed the 
grounds, and more.

•	Volunteer to scan documents and photos in the SHHS’s 
collection and prepare them for uploading onto the University 
of Pittsburgh’s Historic Pittsburgh website, historicpittsburgh.
org. This volunteering effort requires knowledge of Photoshop 
and Excel. Carnegie Library Main in Oakland has a digital lab 
where the scanning can be done.

•	Research the name of your street for our Street Names Project. 
We can help with tools for research. 

•	Research and write an article about a topic that interests 
you about Squirrel Hill’s history and submit it for possible 
publication in the SHHS Newsletter.

•	Look for large trees to identify 
and measure to add to our 
Champion Tree Project.

•	Research your house’s history 
and write a story about it for 
our House History Project. 

  (Right: Koerner House)



In 2005, the SHHS produced an Arcadia book,  Images of America, 
Squirrel Hill, written by Michael Ehrmann, 
Laurie Cohen and Betty Connelly, who also 
served as editor. It was filled with photographs, 
supplemented by chapter introductions and 
captions. 
As we continued to research 
our neighborhood’s history, 
we decided to write a new 
book that would add to the 
information in the first book. 

Squirrel Hill: A Neighborhood History, was 
published in 2017. It was written by Michael 
Ehrmann, Wayne Bossinger, Dr. Barbara 
Burstin, Betty Connelly, and Helen Wilson, 
who also served as editor. 

In 2021, we inserted an addendum 
about the Tree of Life shootings. 

Both books can be purchased at SHHS 
meetings, online, and local bookstores. 

Two Books about Squirrel Hill 

About the Authors of Squirrel Hill: A Neighborhood History
Michael Ehrmann became SHHS president in 2003. He was a real-estate appraiser for nearly thirty years 
before his retirement in 2013. His specialty was historic properties, and he has appraised historical buildings 
throughout the country.

Helen Wilson, SHHS co-vice president, has been researching and writing about Squirrel Hill’s history since 
she retired in 2006 from the Pittsburgh Board of Public Education, where she taught art and worked in the 
Division of Curriculum Development as a writer, editor, graphic designer and illustrator.

Betty Connelly, SHHS co-vice president, has been a member of the SHHS since its first meeting. She values 
the living history that our older members contribute and is interested in preserving the informal layers of our 
community’s fabric. 

Wayne Bossinger, SHHS member, has been researching and writing about Squirrel Hill’s history since retiring 
in 2014. His experiences as an operations manager for the City of Pittsburgh give him unique insights into the 
city’s neighborhoods as well as government records, such as deeds and probate documents.

Barbara Burstin, PhD, is on the history faculty of the University of Pittsburgh and Carnegie Mellon University. 
She has written three books on the history of the Pittsburgh Jewish community: Steel City Jews 1840–1915; 
Steel City Jews in Prosperity, Depression and War 1915–1950; and Jewish Pittsburgh, a book in Arcadia’s 
Images of America series.



Squirrel Hill News Project
In 2017, under the leadership of late board member Ralph Lund, 
the SHHS arranged to give a stack of bound volumes of the Squirrel 
Hill News newspapers dating from 1935 to 1970 to Carnegie 
Library’s Pennsylvania Department in Oakland to be digitized and 
put on microfiche. The next step was to have the University of 
Pittsburgh’s Historic Pittsburgh website put the newspapers online 
so that everyone could have access to them. 
The newspapers can be accessed through the SHHS website, 
squirrelhillhistory.org. They have proven to be a treasure trove of 
information about Squirrel Hill. The newspapers themselves are in 
storage at the Heinz History Center and are available for viewing. 



Squirrel Hill Street 
Names Project

You can tell a lot about an area by 
looking at the names of its roadways. 
Squirrel Hill has around 212 streets, 
avenues, boulevards, roads, courts, 
places, terraces, ways, bridges, trails, 
and even an Interstate highway! Each 
was named for a particular reason. 
Some, like Saline Street, Forward 
Avenue, Shady Avenue, and Pocusset 
Street, date back to the earliest years 
of the neighborhood. Others, like 
the streets in Summerset, are brand 
new. Some Squirrel Hill streets were 

named after early landowners, some after noted people, and some 
after a natural feature. Quite a few were renamed several times. 
The SHHS has been looking into the interesting history of the names 
of Squirrel Hill’s streets and is working on a book about its findings.

The Squirrel Hill 
Street Names 

Project 

A Compilation of 
Squirrel Hill Street Names 

and the History 
Behind Them

Squirrel Hill Historical Society

General John Forbes
(1707-1759)

Mayor Magnus M. 
Murray (1787-1838)



Monthly SHHS Newsletters
Every month since 2011, SHHS members have received a newsletter 
either via email or regular mail. The newsletters contain information 
about upcoming programs, news about SHHS projects, and articles 
reporting on current research. Vice-President Helen Wilson is editor. 
Anyone is welcome to submit articles to be considered for publication. 
Contact the SHHS for more information.

July 2011

January 2025December 2024

August 2017



Carnegie Library Display Board
Since 2014, this SHHS “Museum Board” has 
showcased topics of Squirrel Hill’s history. The 
display is changed every few months. Past displays 
are uploaded to the SHHS website to be viewed 
at any time. 

Here are just a few of the subjects  that were covered:

•	“Are You Standing in the Heart of Squirrel Hill?”—A look at how 
the intersection of Forbes and Murray Avenues developed through 
the years

•	“What Makes Squirrel Hill, Squirrel Hill?”—An examination 
of the characteristics that make Squirrel Hill unique among the 
neighborhoods of Pittsburgh 

•	“Squirrel Hill Then and Now”—Old and new pictures taken at the 
same locations in Squirrel Hill at different times

•	“Beth Shalom—Celebrating 100 Years”—The inspirational story of 
the first synagogue to be founded in Squirrel Hill

•	“The Morrowfield”—The little-known story of the Morrowfield 
Apartment Hotel, the place to “see and be seen” by celebrities and 
flappers in the Roaring Twenties

•	“The Bridges of Squirrel Hill”—A look at the large and small spans 
that connect Squirrel Hill to surrounding areas 

•	“Squirrel Hill Goes to the Movies”—A showing of the six theaters 
Squirrel Hill once had (only one is still open), plus a listing of scenes 
from movies filmed in Squirrel Hill

•	“Squirrel Hill Tops the List”—The 
many ways Squirrel Hill sits at the top 
of different Pittsburgh lists—largest 
neighborhood, largest Jewish popula-
tion, largest parks, the only golf course 
in Pittsburgh, and much more

•	Squirrel Hill in the Time of Pandemic—A display showcasing the 
activities we undertook while the pandemic was going on



The SHHS has walking tours—a popular feature in the society’s 
annual round of events. The tours are led by experts who share 
their specialized knowledge with attendees and often take them 
into places off-limits to the general public.

The tours have taken us to places such as Carnegie Mellon 
and Chatham Universities, the Morrowfield Hotel and Watkins 
Development, Frick and Schenley Parks, The Homewood 
Cemetery, the Squirrel Hill business district, the Hill District, 
and many other places. In 2025 so far, the SHHS has toured 
The Dragon’s Den in Homestead, Lucyna de Barbaro’s passive 
house on Fernwald Street, and the Neill Log House in Schenley 
Park. 

SHHS Walking Tours



SHHS Outreach Activities
  

Besides its monthly programs, The SHHS gives presentations 
about Squirrel Hill’s history to other organizations on request. It 
also participates in local events.

Squirrel Hill, 
Greenfield 
and 
Hazelwood 
Holiday 
Mingle, 
2024

National Night Out, Frick Park, 2024Carnegie Library History Day, 2024

Squirrel Hill Night Markets



Neill Log House Restoration
In 2020, the SHHS was contacted by a contractor for the Lewis 
and Clark Trail Experience, lewisandclark.travel. The contractor 
said Meriwether Lewis may have stopped at the Neill Log House 
on his way to Pittsburgh to 
pick up the keelboat and 
begin his journey down the 
Ohio River. The Lewis and 
Clark connection sparked 
the SHHS’s interest in the 
Neill Log House. SHHS 
board members went there 
to assess its condition and 
found it to be precarious.

 Together with the Squirrel Hill Urban Coalition (SHUC), the 
SHHS founded Friends of Neill Log House, Inc., and began 
restoration of the house in 2020. Work is still ongoing. The 
Grand Opening and Ribbon Cutting Ceremony was held in 
November 2024, and the house is now open for tours. Go to the 
SHHS’s website, squirrelhillhistory.org, and click on the “Neill 
Log House” for the visitation schedule.



The SHHS is putting its photo archives online through the Historic 
Pittsburgh website, historicpittsburgh.org. The archives can also 
be accessed through the SHHS’s website, squirrelhillhistory.org. 
So far, 60 historic Squirrel Hill photos have been put online, 
mostly taken by Patricia Hughes in the 1990s. The SHHS has at 
least twice that many photos still to do.

SHHS Photo Archives



Driving Tour of Squirrel Hill
The SHHS created an interactive Driving Tour of Squirrel Hill in 
2020, digitized by Lauren Winkler. It covers 55 points of interest   
within the four square miles of the neighborhood.



House History Project
Squirrel Hill has a vast array of houses with interesting histories. 
The SHHS is collecting stories of houses in the neighborhood. 
We are inviting interesting stories about your houses in Squirrel 
Hill, their histories, styles, locations or anything else that you 
can share. Send your submissions to sqhillhist@shhsoc.org, 
with “House History” in the subject line. Please do not identify 
a house by the exact numerical address. Create a title for your 
story with the street name or theme. By making submission, 
you are granting SHHS permission to include this information 
in our newsletters and to create a posting on our House History 
Project link. When you go to the House History Project link and 
click on an article, it will take you to a link about the house.

Individual House Histories To Date

Neill Log House (current version)

Squirrel Hill’s Passive House Duplex—A Building with the Future in Mind (posted 
9-2023)

Pocusset House, “Union Baking Company (posted 5-2020)

Phillips Avenue at Pocusset, “What’s a Mikvah?” (posted 5-2020)

“Cooking mash in my basement” (posted 6-2020)

“Viewland” (posted 6-2020)

The Frank House (posted 7-2020)

The Samuel S. Brown Mansion and the Jewish 
Home for the Aged (posted 7-2020)

More About the Samuel S. Brown Mansion 
(posted 8-2020)

Of Debutantes and Anarchists: An Aylesboro 
House History (posted 9-2020) (right)

The Weiss House on Beechwood Boulevard—
”Living Light Upon the Land” (posted 9-2020)

H. Miller and Sons (posted 11-2020)

The Koerner House (posted: 10-2-2021)

The House That Time Built – further reflections by Caroline Boyce, after March 
2025 National Historic Place Designation of The Koerner House (posted: 3-2025)



Red oak on E. Circuit Rd. in 
Schenley Park: 60” diameter. Age 
(estimate) 240 years

Champion Tree Project
The SHHS is looking for and documenting the biggest and most 
unusual trees in Squirrel Hill. Oaks, sycamores, London plane 
trees, maples, lindens, chestnuts—they’re on the list, and more!

Do you know of  any trees to add to the 
list? Let us know, and if you’d really like 
to have some fun with this project, take 
a string and wrap it around the tree at 
a 4-ft. height to get the circumference. 
Then do the math to find the diameter. 

Diameter = Circumference ÷ π (3.14)

Different kinds of trees grow at different 
rates. If you have an iPhone, an easy 
way to identify a tree is to take a picture 
of its leaves and then click on the circle 
below the photo with the i in it.  



Squirrel Hill Calendars
From 2021-2023, the SHHS worked with the Squirrel Hill Urban 
Coalition (SHUC) to produce a Squirrel Hill calendar featuring 
vintage photos of the neighborhood. We’d like to do future 
calendars, hopefully for 2026!



Get Involved with the SHHS
The SHHS is an all-volunteer organization. Officers are also 
board members. We welcome volunteers who would like to get 
more involved with the SHHS.

Current SHHS Officers and Board Members

President: Jim Hammond
Vice-President and Newsletter Editor: Helen Wilson

Treasurer: Rod Permigiani 
Recording Secretary: Audrey Glickman

Email Coordinator: Tony Indovina
Membership Coordinator: Stanley Klein

Media Specialists: Audrey Glickman, Alex Musicante
Program Coordinators: Todd Miller and Toby Chapman

Additional Board Members: 
Eveline Young, Charles Succop and Todd Wilson



The SHHS’s Wish List
The SHHS is looking for original photos and documents that 
relate to Squirrel Hill’s history—any era. Here is our wish list. 
Contact us at sqhillhist@shhsoc.org if you have any to offer. 
We’ll scan them and return the originals to you. 

We are looking for

Original photos that show the neighborhood. We don’t need 
photos that have been published previously and/or are already 
online. 

Copies of the Squirrel Hill News newspapers that are not in our 
collection—mostly prior to 1936 and after 1969. (You can check  
what we have on the link to the newspapers on our website.)

Copies of the Squirrel Hill Gazette and Pittsburgh East. We 
have very few of either. We don’t need copies of The Forward, 
Allderdice’s newspaper. 

Postcards, letters, booklets, and other documents that are not 
already online or in our archives.  



SHHS Vice-President Helen 
Wilson was named a Squirrel 
Hill Treasure in 2023.

Squirrel Hill Treasures
The Squirrel Hill Urban Coalition (SHUC) has honored two SHHS 
members and the Neill Log House as Squirrel Hill Treasures.

SHHS President Michael Ehrmann, 
Squirrel Hill Treasure 2019. City 
Council declared Tuesday, May 14, 
2019, to be “Michael Ehrmann Day.”

The Neill Log House, a joint SHHS and SHUC 
project, was named a Squirrel Hill Treasure in 2024.



Where Do Your Membership 
Dues and Donations Go?

First of all, thank you for your support! The SHHS relies on dues 
and donations to run the society. All of the officers and board 
members are volunteers and are not paid for what they do. The 
only paid staff member we have is our website manager.

Your dues and donations are used for

•	Rental of the church hall and insurance;

•	Purchase of copies of our books from the publisher to and give 
to speakers at our programs and events;

•	Rental for our Post Office Box;

•	Cost for printing and mailing the SHHS Newsletters to members 
without emails;

•	Cost for printing SHHS flyers, posters, documents, and displays 
at the Squirrel Hill branch of Carnegie Library;

•	Annual fee for membership in the Heinz History Center’s 
Affiliates Program, a group of over 100 historical societies and 
preservation organizations;

•	Cost for digital services such as website maintenance, Zoom, 
and Google Drive.

•	Other incidental 
expenses.

SHHS Board Members 
with speaker Dr. Stacy 
Wentworth in 2023. 


